It is the usual practice following the operation of male sterilization by vasectomy to submit the excised length of vas deferens for histological confirmation of its structure. With the increasing popularity of the operation the number of specimens is forming a real burden to many histology laboratories. In the last year in Plymouth, specimens were examined from 590 patients, forming 7% of the total histopathology requests.
It is customary in most laboratories to embed and section each vas and to treat them in exactly the same way as other specimens to be subjected to histopathological investigation. The extra work load for pathologists is minimal, and of the 1180 specimens examined in 1972 in this laboratory all were confirmed to be vas deferens and no pathological changes were seen in any. Cell counts on centrifuged specimens of urine are unreliable, inaccurate, and time consuming (Little, 1962 (Little, , 1965 Stansfelt, 1962; Gadeholt, 1964; More, Hira, and Stirland, 1965) . Counting chambers are expensive and inconvenient in use when large numbers of specimens have to be examined. To overcome these objections, modified slide-chamber methods have been described (Hilson, 1964; Mair Thomas, 1971; Petts, 1972) . Described here is a method utilizing glass 'well-slides'.
Method
The urine sample is well mixed and 3 drops (_ 01 ml) of undiluted urine pipetted into the well of a 'well-slide". Those used were described by the manufacturers (Baird and Tatlock) as being 76 x 25 mm x 1-25 mm ground edges with polished depressions 15 mm diameter approximately 1 mm deep. We found the maximum depth of the depression to be 0 44 and 0 47 mm and the depression diameter between 14 and 15 mm. A coverslip2 (Chance no. 1 22 x 22 mm square and 014 to 016 mm thick) is placed on top of the filled well and the urine is examined under x 40 objective of a Watson Microsystem 70 microscope with x 10 eyepieces.
The well is scanned and five fields in the area of the centre of the well are counted. The slides are discarded into 2 % Hycolin and the following morning washed, rinsed, and dried.
The cells in the urine samples were also counted in parallel in a modified Fuchs Rosenthal counting chamber (depth 0-2 mm). The samples were examined undiluted and enumerated by counting the cells in 80 small squares. 
